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For Telegraphic News see Fourth Page. 
The Wisconsin Legislature. 
The Legislature of Wisconsin meets at Madi- 
gon to-morrow. The Governor’s Message may 


1 on the C age, Alton and St. 


‘We leara by a private dispateh from Spring- 
field, that the employes of the above road “‘strock” 


on 
yesterday, and that “trains were not allowed to | 


pass Bloomington.” We are not definitely in- 
forme: as to the cause Of the “ strike,” bat sup- 
„ fromthe rumors that have been for some 


é time afloat, that it was on account of the non-pay- 


ment of wages. 


We trust that the Postmaster at Springfield will | 
forward the mails for the North via the Great 


Western avd Illinois Central Railroads, until the | 


difficuities shall have becn adjusted. 


The politicians have again attempted to 


- seize upoa the organization of the State Ag- 


Ba 
t 


ricultaral’ Society, for the purpose of using 
it for their personal and political advantage. 
The scenes which occurred at the annual clec- 
tion of officers at Springfield on the night of 
the 5th inst, were Gisgraceful in the extreme, 
and deserve the reprobation of all classes of 
community. They are not only dier-putable 
to those who instigated and aided in them, 
bat they threaten the existence of the Society. 
We are gratified to Tearn from the letter of 
Rural,“ in another columu, that the friends 
of the Soclety suceeeded iu so amending the 
Consiitution as to prevent it from falling 
again into the hands of a State House mob ot 
politicians. Ii is only necessary now that the 
organization of Coanty Societies be kept free 
from the control of politicians, to make the 
State Society what its projectors intended it 
to be. Let the solid farmers of the State see 
chat this is done. 


The Lecomptoa Charter. 

Tue vhicago Times quite consistently de- 
fends the Dyer Charter, sought to be thrust 

upon the people of Chicago without their con- 

sent, contrary to their wishes, and without 

being submitted to them for ratification or 

rejection. The Tunes calls the government un- 
der the present chatter a “close corpora 
tion,” and proposes to lock it ap In the hands 
of Dyer, Haven, Colvin, Granger & Co., by 
way of loosening it we suppose,—to remove 
ihe government of the city several degrees 
farther from the people, by way of making it 


more Democratic—to open the “ close corpo- 


y= 


ration” by shutting It up tighter, and so forth. 
We trust the Common Council of Chigago, | 
the authorized voice of the city, elected by 
aa aggregate majority of twelve hundred 
votes, may be heard from on the subject of 


‘this Charter business, before it goes any far- 


+2 


ther. We do not believe the abominhble 


thing will be foreed over our heads by the | 


Legislature, but let it be nipped in the bud. 
Ot coarse the velf-nominated officeholders 
under the bill, will retort that our Council is 
„ Black Republican caucus.” We reply, 
that it is the legislatare of the city, fairly 
chosen, and that its authority has been con- 
firmed by an election scarce ‘wo months past, 
ia. a majority of nearly one thousand votes. 
Let it be well understood that the proposed 


citizens of Chicago, is distinctly repudiated 


dy them, and, if thrust upon them, is a case 
ot gross, notorious, bigh-handed ty rann. 


rs 


21 
8 


law Intelligence Correction- 
Baditors Prew and Tribune: 


6 law case stated in your issue of the 8th inst., 
I Wish to make a correction of that statement in 


forms of law have been complied wich. 

The facts sre as follows: The bill contained 
the sverments, substantially, as set forth in your 
article, with the additional averment thet the 
Assessor, at the time of making the assessment, 
is 1854, bnew that the ] the land had 
as stated in the bil A statement 
as not proved 
suppose was 
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ions, the 
—7 2 Males, three years old, at $120; two 
et $180, $120, down to $66; Jas. Con. 
of Nicholas sold ope colt privately at $175, 


$61, to $59, Mr. 
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As my name is mentioned in connection with | 


ur Batz— r the Chicago 
By Mr. Mack te provide foc the 
{Compiled from the Ill mode State Journal.) of mutilated bank notes. Provides that 
SESATE . bank shall keep the Auditor supplied with new 
Ta . January 6, notes for the purpose of them for 
of the Governor's message in foreign | * de printed. 
By Mr. Bisisdell--To amend the Insolvent 
&c. idebrporate the Boord of 
of Stephenson, Trade of © — 
. on on 
e two m mittee the Be- 
Jadieiary. pevolent Charitable 
ernor auditor communicate information as 1 . Campbell, of Logan--To require 
the expenditures for the geologi- | guardians to file . 
col gurvey and the p cost of printing on By Mr. Baker—To te the Chicago 
this subject. Considered and adopted. — 1 , for a division of 
CONVENTION TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. Unpsawoop offered a resolution that the * ** * 
electors of Illinois be , &t the next Mr. Baker—To amend the law in regard to 
for debt. Provides that a 
not the means to li 
Mr. Jupp moved that the resolution be made | solvent af abate 
the apecial order for Wednesday, at two oe, person,” and the officers permit him to 
aad referred to the committee of the whole ceed under penalty ; and that no female be 
ate. He said he was compelled to leave — tor im any cose. 
few and he desired very much to be here Mr. the Grand Lodge 
when subject of amending the Constitution | of the Sons of Hermon, of the State of IIllndl 
was considered. Mr. er To Judicial Circuit 
Some discussion between Mesars. | No. 25, of Coles, Cumberland, Jasper, 
Uspaawoop aad wp, all counties. 
that the Constitation required amendment. Mr. Peck—To antborise the of 
j and Supersedeas 
State vely demanded a convention. Mr. Job— 
0 , for —To Statutes 
day at 2 o’clotk F. M. to 
Me — the rendition of 
Mr. Baooxs offered a resolution that the Com- : 
ous into the To apply to cases where juries do not 
of amending election laws, so to K 
teak more the rights 
| to inquire what legislation, if any, is necessary — — 
—— —.— of action among than By Mr, Mack—To repeal the lew prohibiting 
one township. Considered and adopted. 
Mr. o resolution thatthe Audi- | By Mr. Bisisdeli—To create Board of State 
tor and Treasurer furnish information concern- ealisers of — 
—— y Mr. Higgins—To provide for the compen- 
Foreman claim. Oonsidered and ado a end | sation of the Jounty Jadge of Cook County, 
The following bills were introd on | 4. on Monday, 
Feed first and socond time by the titles, an 1 
referred e committess. 
THE CITY. | 
Gravel — Company. | 
some remarke in Opposition to or a PicxPocker.—Daniel Van Buren 
special legislatio he desired avery bilt 
— read 0000, abd Was arrested on Satardey night and brought be- 
call the coating. fore Justice Stickney at the Armory, yesterday, 
r. Jopn.— There is now a on charged with picking the pocket of Robert 
table of the committee to ; examination 
examine the of every Rainey of $83. Hols held fer 
referred ts — 
Hens Rataoaps.—The New York Tribune 
law, or not. says, that owiog to the construction of the 


2 bills 


ervation of 
States, and 
State. 


the State of Illinois. 
Besror.—T 


Mr. Kor 
collectors 


taral 


To the Co 
By Mr, 
u, to be 

banks. 


tee on 


of 


ti 
cause o 


charter 
town of Henry. To amend the charter of 
and regulate the system of public schools for said 


of the Legislature te not asked by the 


Mz. Govpy.—A bill to authorize the formation 
2 
Mn. Por said be should call for the reading of 


Mn. Aba, or Laz.—To amend an act to pro- 
vide for a general system of railroad incorpora- 


not 
the 


sales of 


KENDALL. To require swamp 

and oterflown lands to be reported to the Au 
Mr. Kxarr. To provide for the compensation 
and slorks ‘ender the ect establish- 


of 

r. BockwasTsr. To renew and continue in 


PSTITIONS 
By Mr. 
ewamp laod 


Of citizens of 
of an act for 
in Whitesde 
Swamp 


avis. of Stephenson Of citizens 
allowed to psy taxes in bills 
To Select Committes. 


BBBOLUTION ADOPTED. 


ttee on Judiciary be instructed to 

on 

jog, if apy, is necessary to enable the 
counties 


READ TWICH AND REFERERD. 
Mr. Peek, ot Chicago. Act to amend 
R. 

has 


BILLS. 
@ city court in 
For the reception and pres- 
and field nous of the United 
the creation of a Surveyor of this 
Mz. Hieses.—To amend chapter fourth of the 
8. Besrog.—To amend the several acts 
g agencies of insurance incorporated 
of 


franchiaes — 
e 
ot the franchise. For collecting 


0 nit. 
what 


regu- 
in 


the 
Peoria 


the 


izing - 
ty. 


of 


Broadway Horse Railroad, real estate on the 
route has considerably increased in value. The 
effect has always been the same in every local- 
ity. 


Cnc, & Sr. Roap.—The train 
which we mentioned yesterday morning as be- 
ing “ snowed in” south of Bloomington, reached 
this city on Sunday morning about o’elock, 
having been delayed by the storm about 27 
hours. The road is now clear of snow and the 
trains are running en regular time. 


le Bon Ton for January, Ballou’s Dollar 
Monthly for February, the sixth number of Our 
Musical Friend, aud a new edition of Frere’s 
Chess Hand Book, bare just been received by 
McNally 4 Co., opposite the Post office. The 
‘third number of the “ Century,” and Chamber's 
Journal for December, are also on hand. 


— — 
Dasexrous —EE-Alderman 
Fleming, fell on the approach to Clark street 


| bridge on Satarday night, injuring himself be- 


verely. He was conveyed to bis residence and 


Dr. Collins called, who found that his right 


. — — arm broken. The doctor gave him the necessa- 
: lore 0 doing 
State, To amend our criminal code. Requiring * ne 
compensation for censing desth by wrongulf could be expetted. 
or To chapter nine of — — 
the Hevised Statutes. To enable railroad and tay” State of Thermometer taken by E. I. 


O’Hera, Apothecary and Pharmacentist, 
Commercial Hotel Baildings,) No. 30 West Ran- 


(old 


0 
tines 

— | forfeitures before Justices of the Peace. dolph st., corner Canal st., Chicago. 

Mr. Hexpersor. the charter of | Date. 74M. an sr. u. 
the Obicago Savings ion and Trust Com- | Monday, 26 
To extend the juttedi¢iion | | 
and mgulate ‘practice in the county court Priday. 18 1 

. - 10th. ll 24 

Claseizal feativete. * 


clerk in a clothing store on Randolph street, 
pear Franklin, stabbed a man, whose name we 


nois House, on Wells street, on Saturdey night. 
The parties wers attending a ball at the above 
place, and a dispute arose about the arrange- 
ment of the dancers, daring whieh Lichstein 
drew the knife and inflicted a severe and dan- 


Act to ect to au- 
thorise the formation of corpo quest on Saturday afternoon, upon the body of 
facturing and chemical purposes. To the Com. | Michael Phelan, who died suddenly the hight 
mittee on previous, at his house on Sherman street. De. 


To provide whieb he died daring the The Coroner's 
elsewhere, certi- | Jury readered a verdict of from intem- 
— 9 peranee and exposure. Decoased was about 45 


Travian Ormna M We understand 


le to pay their taxes in bank notes of “A 

Orton, 
ond to extend the jurisdic- | Mcorice Strakosct has leased McVicker’s Theatre 
tion of the‘cognty court of DaPage. To the Com. | and intends bringing bere somewher between 
ou J Charch.of Act the lach and let of February, an Italian Opera 


Nicola, and many others, all celeprated in their 
profession. They will play all the favorite Italian 
Operas—Trevita, Norma, Lucia de Lammermoor, 
Lucretia Borgia, Martha , &c., and will remain here 
two or three weeks, if they receive sufficient en- 
couragemen:. 


ͤ 


Gurred for months past, took place yesterday 


' the depth of sixty-five feet on Jefferson street, 


te 


vouring element, which could have desired no | 


could not learn, with a bowie knife at the IIk- 
„Structure, and at the same time are finished by 


| to sixteen inches, which open space extends 


the fire companies combat a conflagration at 


Nineteen Stores and Dwellings De- 


$25,000. 

Ia the year just closed, our city enjoyed a 
wonderful aod fortunate exemption from disas- 
trous fires, the which is not very brightly fore- 
shadowed for 1859 from the promise thus fer 
gained in the serious fires that have already 
visited us. 

The most disastrous and extensive of these, 
and the most devastating of any which has oo- 


afternoon in the West Division. Commencing 
in a block of two story frame dwellings running 
Northward on the east side of Jefferson street, 
from the alley, and extending nearly to Lake 
street, and there immediately adjacent to the 
three story block of frame buildings fronting to 


On Lake street this block extended eastward 
from the corner of Johnson street to the alley 
dividing the block, the devouring element only 
completed its work when it had swept the entire 
distance on both streets, from alley to alley, 6 
frontage of between five and six hundred feet, 
laying the whole, which constituted one of the 
best of its class of improvements in the Wess 
Division, and leaving among other regrets, the 
by mo means Unusual one, that the disaster 
could not have befallen structures that could 
not have been better spared... 

Last evening, abdet 5 o'clock, a fire was dis- 
covered between the roof and the upper ce ling 
in the row of tenements on North Jefferson street 
between West Randolph and West Lake streets, 
West Side, numbering from 15 to 31, There 
being no partitions throughout the whole length 
of the block, and the space where the fire was 
located being 80 narrow, and no way to reach 
it, that it was impossible to tell in what part of 
the block the fire originated, or where it was, 
until it fiaally burst through the ceiling of the 
upper rooms and also through the roof, in sev- 
eral places, and such was the progreas which it 
had made when it could be reached that the 
fireman were unable to control it, and the whole 
row was consumed. The block, belonged to 

L. Baker, and was worth about $12,000. 

was insured for $4,000—one half in the Chi- 
Oo Fireman’s Company, and the other half in 
Companies represented by W. C. Lounsberry. 
Eich cottage bad ane or more tonente, as fo'- 
lows : | 

No. 15—Charies Onshing, Friater; furniture 
entirely saved. 

No, 17—Hughes, boarding house. The fireis 
supposed to have originated in this house. 
Furniture saved in a damaged condition. No 
iasurance, 

No. 19—Occupied by Jeremiah S. Thompson. 
printer. Furniture saved ia a damaged state. 
No insurance. Formerly insured, but allowed 


No. 21—Ocoupied by J. 8. Page. Furniture 
saved. No insurance. 

No. 28 — Ja. Nash, cashier at the freight depot 
of the Michigan Southern Railroad, occupied 
No. 23. His furniture was saved. 

No. 25 -Ocoupied by Daniel T. Hale, furniture 
dealer on Canal street. Furniture saved in a 
damaged condition. Insured in the Hampden 
(Mass.) office for $500, which will cover his 
loss. | 

No. -Was occupied by N. P. Angel, book- 
keeper at the Foster House. Furniture saved. 
No insurance. 

No. 29—This cottage was occupied by Mrs, 
Merkle, Mea Norton and Mrs. Birch, three 
widows. Their furniture was saved in a dam- 
aged condition. No insurance. : 

No. 31—This was a boarding house, kept by 
Mrs. Osborne. Her furniture was mostly saved; 
No insurance. * 

From the row of dwellings where the fire 
originated, the flames rapidly found their way 
to the large three story block referred tu. 

This was swept in its whole length by the de- 


more ready path for ſu progress than that tur- 
nished by the ingenius mode of building adopt- 
ed in edifices ot this class, apparently with the 
design and on the plan of the whole or noth- 
ing; either exemption ‘rom tire for the entire 
row of structures, or one common ruin. 

Any one who watched with us the rapidity 
with which the flames pat beyond all hope of 
redemption this entire three-story block on Lake 
street, would have learned (and not for the first 
time in our fire annale) the folly of the plan 
which yesterday, with other adjancts, secured 
such ruin, 

These woodea blocks built in one continuous 


the addition of a roof, resting at the rear near 
the ceilings of the upper story, but in front to 
secure the desired slope, elevated from fourteen 


without a break the length of the entire block, 
in this instance about two hundred feet. Could 
there be a better plan for the simultaneous igui- 
tion of half a score of stores? and where shall 


work at the same instant on the inner surface of | 
suéh an extent of roof ? | 

Onee on fire, ncthing coald be done bat to clear 
the block, which was done with a will, as it had 
previously been done with the dwellings on Jeffer- 
son street. While beneath the roof along the 
whole extent from Jefferson street to the corner 
roared a seething cavern of flame and smoke, the 
active members of the city police and the Fire 
Brigade, with citizens interested, were busy clear- 
ing the entire block, with a success that left noth- 
ing to the devouring element. 

The stores below, nine in sumber, were 
mostly occupied by the smaller class of dealers 
in cigars and provisions. Two were occupied 
asaaicons. Above were tenements of private 
famihes and boarding houses, Oar list of the 
numerous tenantry of this block could not be 
made auß in the confusion of last evening. The 
street was kept clear by limes of the Fire Brig- 
ade, and the vast and miscellaneous heaps on 
heaps of goods and chattels of all descriptions, 
household furnitare, ete., was watched by the 
Fire Police. 

The loss by hasty removal ead unavoidable 
injury to the property of tenants wells largely 
the aggregate loss, though little or tone was 


Ader burning nearly four hours the fire 


The entire loss of the two blocks, comprising 
nineteen stores aud dweiliags, falls upon Sam- 


loss to tenants, at $25,000. 


A Rascauuy Hace O'Conner, 


—— 


but could find no fire. 


of 


Finns. The alarm of fire on Sunday afternoon, 
sbout 3 o'clock, arose from a dense cloud of 
smoke which sppeared in the direction of Hol- 
stein. The engines started in that direction 


The Slarm et7 o'clock Sunday evening was 
caused by the burnmg of the large two story 
frame house, Nos 106 and 107 Milwaukee ave- 
nue, near Green street. It was cccupied by 
Mr. Nash, below as a hardware store, and above 
as s dwelling. The stock of the store was most- 
ly saved, bat the furnitare in the upper part was 
entirely destroyed. The entire locas is about 
$6,500. The building was insured for $4,000. 
The origin of the fre is unknown. It was first 
discovered bye servant girl in the chambers. 


fromthe Carlinville Free 
that a man whose probable mame is 


driver of hack No. 11, and well known to the po- 
lice, was brought before Justice Stickney yes 


Democrat, 

P. M. Roberson, or Robinson, oom mitted suicide, 
two miles north west of that town. He was ap- 
parently 25 or 30 years of age, dressed in a good 
working habit, and had ballad iu his pocket, eu- 
tid d A California Bong,” signed F. M. Rober- 
son ; also, a note book with the same name in it, 
with a few entries, among which were: “ Edwin 
Bebbingtou, 38 West Lake street, Chicago, Ill.” 
“To cutting corti first day, 9}; second day, 9.” 


“| “Tuesday, the 4th, commenced work for Cart 


Lee.” M. Roberson commenced work for Ags 
tin Lamphear, Sept. Ist, 1868 ;—dr. to pair boots, | 
$5.50 ; pair pants, A.“ Ne person could identify 
the body, but it is supposed his father resides in 
Peoria; 


dered a verdict according to the above facts. He 
was buried in a decent manner, at the public ex- 
pense. Those wishing any information will 


— — — 


please write to Esq. McDaniel, at Carlinville, Ul. 


— :: „ 


rested him. | 
Ona, or Hill, of the 
Auction House of Gilbert, Hill & Sampson, has 
retired from that firm, and the business here- 
after will be condugted by Gilbert 4 Sampaon, 


TRIAL OF MICHAEL FINN, 
| ron THR 


Puste, Wu. L. Cause, 
In this Court was concluded yesterday the trial 
of Michael Finn, charged with the murder of 
Nathaniel Vial in the town of Cicero, about five 


case will be recalled by many of our readers 
from the original aceount of the same, and by 
many more from the full reports of the trial 
ended. 7 

The hearing of the testimony was concluded 
on Saturday night, and at the opening of the 
Court yesterday morning the opening argument 
in bebalf of the people was made by Daniel Me- 
liroy, Esq., who has been associated with Dist. 
Attorney Haven in the trial of the case, The 
Ex-District Attorney showed yesterday the same 
eloquence and force of reasoning which distin- 
guished him in his connection with that office. 
He spoke about two hours. a 

The argument for the defence was opened, and 
indeed made, by C. R. Jones, Esq., and the effort 
will stand marked in the annals of our bar, as 
creditable not oaly to the counsel himself, bat re- 
flecting credit on the profession to which he be- 
longs. The Court room was crowded out 
the day. The seats and aisles were filled outside 
the bar with spectators, who for three hours were 
held ia rapt attention as Mr. Jones proceeded in 
bis argument. 

The line of the defence has already been 
indicated to most of our readers, in the testimony. 

No attempt was made by Finn’s counsel to 
weaken or disprove the testimony against their 
client, as far as it went to show that death had 
been the result of his mad and brutal violence, 
but simply to establish from the testimony of the 
prosecution itself that murder was not his object 
in the assault, that the wound inflicted was not 
necessarily a mortal one, and that in a majority of 
similar iustances death would not be the result. 

An attempt was made also to throw imputations 
of injadicious and improper treatment of the case 
upon the medical attendance of the anfortunate 
victim of Finn’s violence. 

In justice to those medical attendants and for 
the sake of the feelings of the relatives of the 
deceased, it is entirely proper to say that the 
entire attempt was a failure, that the exantina- 
tion throughout triamphantly vindicated the 
treatment of the wounds of Mr, Vial as 
rational and judicions, in support of whieh 
stands incontrovertibly the evidence of the first 
medical talent of our city, called to testify upon 
either and both sides of the late trial. ' 

Mr. Jones argued in a most elaborate and 
skilifal manner, the absence of all express or 
implied murderous intention on the part of his 
client. 

The noon adjournment of the Court inter- 
rupted Mr. Jones’ argument, which was re- 
sumed at 2 P. M., with even » larger attendance 
than in the morning. The leading point at- 
tempted to be mude by the counsel was that the 
offence was without palliation or defence as man- 
slaughter, bat could not be held to be murder 
within the meaning o v statutes. 

Mr. Jonse was followed briefly by Andrew 
Harvie, Esq, his associate counsel, who de- 
clined making an argument, merely endorsing 
and enforcing that of his associate. ; 

The case for the prosecution was closed in an 
argument of great power and skill by Carlos 
Haven, Eeq., District Attorney, 


| Phe case was given to the jury at halt. past five 


at the close of elaborate and carefully drawn in- 
structions from the Court in behalf of the people 
and the defence, when the Court was adjourned 
to 8 P. M. in order to give an opportunity for 
the discharge of the jury, should they be able to 
close their labors ipa verdict by that time. 
At 8 o’clock there was consequently a nu 
merous gathering at the Court Room of spec 
tators and officers of the Uourt to hear the 
verdict of the jury, if euch should be giv- 
en. The jury, it was announced to the Court, 
had not been able to agree, when an adjourn- 
cent was hed. to 9 A. M. to-day. 
The jury will, in the course of thew duty, 
should they be able to agree, find the prisoser 
guilty of murder, for whieh crime there is but 
one dread penalty, or find the crime one of man- 
slaughter, they further fixing the term of im. 
prisonment, which cannot exceed eight years, 
The case of Fion, whatever bo the v 
leads us to say that it is among the not 
quent instances of crime in our State which, all 
too plainly to be disregarded, points out the de- 
feet in our statutes ag at present existing, which 
do not, as in other States, establish un inter- 
mediate grade of crime between murder and 
manslaughter. There is not, as there should be, 
the recognition of a second degree in murder, 
to whieh should be affixed a penalty intermedi- 
ate to to the highest and most dread known to 
human law, and which classes the accident- 


and the thief. 

The obvious affect of such omission is to place 
a needlessly onerous and painful addition to the 
responsibilities of the juror, whose leaning to 
the side of justice on one hand, or mercy on the 
other, is the fertile souree of disagreements 
that defeat and retard the action of our triba- 


time past, peckages of valuable letters passing 
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